
Danish Education

Danish language courses for adult 
foreign nationals and others.



Government Policies & program

• 1999 The Integration Act.
• 2004 New act on ”Danish Education”  -

Danish language courses for adult foreign 
nationals and others.

• 3 years of free teaching
• 3 different educations, with different aims
• 6 module for each education





Individual learning plans.

• Themes to be adressed:

• Education
• Employment
• To be an active citizen in Danish society



Courses in culture- and 
society-knowledge at module 1 and 

2. 
• Housing and Neighborhood, 
• Working in Denmark, 
• Welfare Society and its financing; 
• Gender in Denmark.



The Danish Language Testing 
Consortium



Danish 3 Examination

• Reading comprehension
– Focus on ability to read quickly and find 

specific information in a text.
– Focus on the ability to inspect a text and 

understand the attitudes, intentions and 
important details in the text.



Danish 3, Writing

• Write an informal/formal letter
• Write a longer, coherent production on a 

given topic, supplemented with illustrations 
and factual materials. 200 – 300 words



Danish 3, Oral kommunication
• Consists of 4 parts:
• 1) a monologue, prepared 5 days before oral 

exam starts, and related to the themes: DK 
before and now, work, education and citizenship 
and everydaylife

• A short interview
• A conversation between the 2 trial participants/ 

students. 
• A diskussion initiated by questions asked by the 

examiner.



Evaluation 1
• newly arrived foreigners under the new act on 

Danish Education learned Danish markedly 
faster than under the formerly language 
program. 

• the Act on Danish Education of 2004 contributes 
to both the students employment or education  
and provides the basis for active citizenship in 
Denmark.

• students are very satisfied with the educational 
provision they receive



• Limited success toward more vocationally 
oriented teaching and courses.

• Focus on testing  -> students do not 
achieve the depth of linguistic ability, such 
as required in the education system



Evaluation 2
The course participants exhibit faster progression 

if:
• They have not just arrived in Denmark 

(significant for women on Danish Education 1 
and 3)

• They are under the age of 30 (the older the 
slower)

• They received extensive education in their home 
country

• They have a low rate of non-attendance
• They come from a Western nation.



Suggestions for adjustment 

• Free Online Danish lessons.
• ’Intro Danish’ for working immigrants.
• Vouchers system to be used within 5 

years.
• Vouchers for 1-2 modules for Au Pairs.
• Module payments in two rates..
• Individual learning plans not mandatory for 

students with normal progression.



Online Danish





Activity in Copenhagen 2008

• 7470 participants
• DU1 520
• DU2 1647
• DU3 5303
• 9797 Active modules
• DU1 528
• DU2 1967
• DU3 7212



More module 1, less module 6



Module, passed with test



End module, passed examination
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